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ABR AH  AM    L I  NCOLN 


s 


»»  A  N  E  O  U  S    C  R  e^^irT-t-\(^~E^^ 

^  THE    VITAL    POWERS    OF    THE  AMERICAN 
Y!PE:0PLE   WERE    NEVER    MORE  DRAMATICALLy 


iREVEALED    THAN    THROUGH    THE  PERSON- 
ALITY   OF    SUCH    A    MAN    AS  PRESIDENT 

\LINCOLN.       HE    STOOD    FOR    AND  INTER- 
PRETED    THAT. QUIET    BUT    MIGHTY  BACK- 
GROUND   OF    POPULAR    CONVICTION  AND 
THOUGHTFUL    MORAL    PURPOSE    ON  WHICH 
THE    LIFE    OF    A    PROGRESSIVE  NATION 
MUST    ULTIMAT-ELY  DEPEND. 

AFTER    A    GENERATION    OF  POLITICAL 
TURMOIL    FOLLOWING    THE    SECOND  WAR 
WITH    ENG L AND , AMER I C ANS    HAD  COME 
AT    LAST    TO    REALIZE    THAT  GREAT 
ETHICAL    QUESTIONS    COULD    ONLY  BE 
SOLVED    THROUGH    LEADERS    OF  'ABSO- 
LUTE    SELF-D-£V^  I  ON,  AND  RIGID,UN- 
SWERV  I  NG    CHARACTER  .  " 


THE    COMING    OF    L I N 0 O L N , T H E R E F O R E , 
INTO    THE    NATIONAL    LIFE    OF  THE 
COUNTRY    BECAME    ALMOST    A  PERSONAL 
THING^FOR    WE   WERE    BLINDLY  GROPING 
FOR    ONE   WHO    COULD    TAKE    THE  REINS 
OF    GOVERNMENT    AND    AS'SUME    A  LEADER- 
SHI  P    WHICH    MEANT    S  YM  P  ATH  Y  ,  V7  I  S  DOM  ,* 
PATIENCE^  AND    DOGGED  DETERMINATION 
TO    BECOME    MASTER    OF    THE  SITUATION, 

AND    NO    ONE    CAN    NOW    SAY    THAT  THE 
RIGHT    AT    THE    RIGHT   TIME  WAS  NOT 
FOUND    TO    DO    THE    RIGHT    THING  IN 
THE    R  I  GHT  WAY 

BE    HE    SOUTH ERN ER , OR    BE  HE 
NOBTH ERN ER , TH E    MAN   WITH    THE  OPEN 
MIND    MUST    NOW   CONCEDE    THAT    ABRA-  ^ 
HAM    LINCOLN    WAS   XH E    MAN    OF  DES- 
TINY, AND    THAT    TSE    R E D    SEA  WAS 

A- 

CROSSEb  UNDER  THE  GUIDANCE  OF  THl5 
MODERN    MOSES . 


IT    Is  "tei^D    TO    SAY    ANYTHING  NEW 
ABOUT    ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    BECAUSE  HIS 
NAME    AND    FAME    HAVE    BECOME    A  HOUSE 
HOLD   VVO^RD    THROUGHOUT    THIS  GREAT 
LAN  D  .  ^  "^'^ 

NOW   THAT    ALL    SECTIONAL  BAD 
FEELING     IS    BEING    MELTED     IN  THE 
FIRES    OF    GOOD-WILL    AND  NATIONAL 
UN  I  ON  3  NOW    THAT    WE    CAN    V  I  EV\/  WITH 
JUST    PRIDETHE    RISING    OF    AG RE AT 
NATION    FROM    THE    ASHES    OF  POLIT- 
ICAL   RANCOR    AND    A    aiVIL   WAR^  WH  I  CH 
HAS    BEEN    CALLED    "OUR    LATE  UNPLEAS 
ANTNESS,"    WE    ARE     IN    A    BETTER  PO- 
SITION   TO    PROPERLY    ESTIMATE  THE 
ACHIEVEMENTS    OF    MEN    WHO  TOOK 
STRONG    HOLDUPON    THE    PUBLIC  MIND^ 
AND    HELPED    TO    GUIDE    THE    SHIP  OF 
STATE     INTO    C A LM ER  WAT E R S . 

THIS    COUNTRY    HAS    PRODUCED  MANY 
GREAT    men;    SHE    HAS    BEEN    THE  ARENA 


IN    WHICH    SUBLIME    PRINCIPLES  IN 

» 

state;^craft  have  been  worked  out, 

and  she  IS  DEST  I  N  ED  ,  BY  y  I  RTU  E  OF  v 
HER    BRAWN    AND    BRA  IN,  TO*  LEAD    THE'^  ^ 


FUTURE  WORLD  I 


IT     IS    UN  I  V  ERS  ALLY    CONC  EDED  THAT*^ 
AMONG    THE    MEN    WHO    HAVE    RISEN  UPON 
THE    SHOULDERS    OF    GREATNESS  ON 
AMERICAN    SOIL,NONE    HAS    TAKEN  A 
H  I  GHER   ,STAND  ,  AND    BEEN    LOV^^ED  WITH' 
TH  E^^^^-^rAl^iE^SPONT  AN  E  I  TY^AS'^  ABRAHAM 
LINj:)OLN.  HE    SEEMS    TO    HAVE  BEEN 

ABLE    TO    TOUCH    THE    HEART    OF  THE 
AMERICAN    PEOPLE  PROFOUNDLY. 

AND   WHEN    WE    COME    TO    CONSIDER  THE 
REASON    FOR     I  T    VVE.  F  I  N  D    THAT     I  T  WAS 
BECAUSE    OF    HIS   m  / 
^     IT     ISA    COMMON    THING    TO  COMPARE 
L  I  NCOLN    Wl  TH    WASH  I  NGTON  ,  AND  TO 
SAY    THAT    WHILE    ONE    V7AS    THE  FOUNDET^ 


THE    OTH  ER,  VVAS   JHE    SAVIOUR    OF  HIS 
COUNTRY THAT    MAY    BE    TRUE, BUT  ALL 
MEN    DO    NOT    AGREE    171  TH    THAT  PROP- 
OSITION.      WE'  CAN    SAFELY    SAY,HOVy-  - 
EVER, THAT    A    DIVINE    POWER    WAS  WORK- 
ING   OUT    THE    DESTINY    OF    THIS  COUN- 
TRY,AND    PRODUCED    THE    RIGHT    MEN  AT 
THE    RIGHT    TIME    TO    HELP    CARRY  OUT 
HIS    PLANS.       AND     I     THINK    ANY  MAN 
WITH    OPEN    MIND    CAN    AGREE  THAT, 
IF    MOSES    AND    DAVID   WERE  SPECIALLY 
CHOSEN    AND    FITTED    TO    LEAD     IN  A 
CRISIS, SO    WERE    WASHINGTON    AND  LIN- 
COLN.       WHY    NOT?        IF    THERE     IS  A 
TIDE     IN    THE    AFFAIRS    OF    MEN  THAT 
LEADS    ON    TO    FORTUNEIF    TAKEN  AT 
THE    FLOOD, SO     IS    THERE    A  DIVINITY 
WH I CH    SHAPES    OUR    ENDS^  ROUGH-HEW 
THEM    HOW^  WE   VyiLL.  AND     IF  THAT 

SOCALLED    DIVINITY    GUIDES    THE  IN- 
DIVIDUAL   AND    THE    CHURCH, HE  ALSO 


GUIDES  TH 
I     BELIEVE^THAT    THE    STAR    OF  EMPIRE 
TRAVELS   WESTWARD.        I     ALSO  BELIVE 

A 

TH  AT  ,?=^hM  H-4:Ar4:    FOR    THAT  REASON, 

AMERICA    IS    BUT    ANOTHER    NAME  FOR 
OPPORTUNITY^       AND    THE  OPPORTUNITY 
■IS    KNOCKING    AT    THE    DOOR    NOW.  * 


WASHINGTON    HAD    HIS  OPPORTUNITY. 
HE    MET    THE    H  O  U  R  ^  AN  D  .B  R  O  U  GH  T  NATI0V/4iL 
I  NDEPENDENC'E    TO    A    GREAT  COUNTRY. 

HE    ROSE    TO    THE    OCCASION^ AND  BE- 
CAME   ^:iAST^  "^^^  SITUATION. 

AND   WE    NOW    KNOW    THE    REASON'  WHY. 
LINCOLN    HAD    HIS    O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  Y  ,  A  N  D, 
IN    A    GREAT    CRISIS, HE    BECAME  MASTElf" 
OF    THE    SITUATION.       AND    THIS     IS  MY 
TOPIC     IN    CONSIDERING    THIS  GREAT 
MAN. 

IT    WERE    EASY    TO    SAY,  LINCOLN, 
THr    RELOVED;       LINCOLN^THE  PATIENT^ 


L  I  N  C  O  L       T H  E    MAGNANIMOUS;  LINCOLN^ 
THE   VVISE;       LINCOLN^  the  FRIEND, 
AND    LINCOLN,  THE    S T AT E SM AN  , B U T  I 
ASK    YOUR  -  PAT  I  E  NO  E   ^I^jilillllU^    V\/H  I  LE 
I    MAKE    A.  FEW    OBSERVATIONS  UPON 
A    PHASE    OF    HIS    LIFE   WHICH     IS  VITAL 
TO    THE    MOMENT, AND   WHICH     IS  SOME- 
TIM  E  S    FOR  G  OTT  E  N  ,  TH  AT     I  S  :  — 

L  I  NCOLN  ,3S&.  MASTER    OF    THE  SIT-- 
U AT  I  ON . 

IN    THE    RUSHING    L  I  F'E  OF 
MODERN    AMER I C A    THERE     IS    ONE  THING 
THAT    MEETS    THE    OBSERVER    EVERY  DAY. 

IT     IS    THE    FACT    THAT    BUSINESS  IS 
RISING    TO    A    HIGHER    LEVEL, AND  THAT 
NO    YOUNG    MAN    RISES     INTO  LEADER-' 
SHIP    UNTIL     IT     IS    FOUND    HE    HAS  BE- 
COME   MASTE*^    OF    THE  SITUATION. 

IT     IS    SAID    THAT    MUTINIES  NEVER 
OCCUR    ABOARD    SHIPS    WHERE    THE  CAP- 


TAIN     IS    KNOWN    TO    HAVE    RISEN  FROM 
THE    RANKS    OF    T  H  E    S  A  I  L  O  R  S  ,  A  N  D  CAN 
TELL    YOU    EVERY    DETAIL    FROM  SPLI^~ 
I  NG    A    ROPE    TO    BOXING    THEv  COMPASS. 

YOU    REMEMBER    THE    STORY    OF  THE 
"BRITANNIA."  SHE    "WAS    A    NOBLE  * 

SHIP    FULL    OF    EAGER  PASSENGERS, 
FREIGHTED   WITH    A    R  I C H    C AR G O , ST E AM - 

I NG    AT    FULL    SPEED    FROM    ENGLAND  TO 
AMERICA.     ^TWO-THIRDS    OF    A  PROSPER- 
OUS   VOYAGE   WAS    OVER,  AND     IN  THE' 
MESS    THEY    WERE    BEGINNING    TO  TALK 
OF    HOME.       FORE    AND    AFT    THE  SONGS 
OF    GOOD-CHEER    AND    HEARTY  MERRI- 
MENT   ROSE*    FROM    DECK    TO  CABIN. 

SUDDENLY    A    DENSE    FOG^SH R O U D I NG 
THE    HORIZON^  BUT    AS    THIS   V7AS    A  COM-- 
MON    OCCURRENCE     IN    THAT  LATITUDE, 

IT  VyAS  HARDLY  NOTICED.  THE  LADIES 
WERE    LYING    ABOUT    ON    COUCHES;    CH I L^ 


DREN^IN    MERRY    C  OM  P  AN  I  E      WE  R  E    T  AK  \  HGr 
HANDS    AND    RAGING    UP    AND    DOWN  THE 
DECKS-    WHEN    A    QUICK    CRY    FROM  THE 
LOOKOUT,  A    RUSH    OF    OFFICERS    AND  ME/V, 
AND    THE    GREAT    SHIP   WAS  GRINDING 
ON    THE    LEDGE    OF    RCCK    OFF  CAPE 
RACB!       THE    ORDER    VVAS    G  I  v/ E  N  ,  "  E  V  ER  Y 
ONE    ON    DECK"  I    THEY    ALL    KNEW  V/HAT 
THAT    MEANT-    THE    MASTS    WERE     IN  DAN- 
GER. OF    FALLING!  HUNDREDS  OF 
PALLID    FACES  WERE    HUDDLED  NEAR 
THE    STERN    OF    THE. SHIP   WHERE  THEY 
WERE    TOLD    TO    GO  AN^IvAIT. 

SUDDENLY    THEY    HEARD    A    VOICE  IN 
THE    FOG     IN    THE    DIRECTION    OF  THE 
WH  EEL-HOUSE  ,  R  I  NG  I  NG    LIKE    A  CLARIO/V" 
ABOVE    THE    ROAR    OF    THE    WAVES, AND 
THE    CLASHING    SOUNDS    ON  SHIP-BOARD^ 
AND     IT    HAD     IN     IT    AN    ASSURING, NOT 
A    FEARFUL    TONE.       AS    THE  ORDERS 
CAME    DISTINCTLY    AND  DELIBERATELY 


THROUGH    THE    CAPTAIN^S  TRUMPET, 
TO"SHIFT    THE    CARGO,"    TO"BACK  HER" 
TO    "KEEP    HER    STEADY,  "'^^  FELT 
SOMEHOVy    THAT    THE    COMrilANDER    "p  3=^fc 
THERE     IN    THE    THI«JK    MIST    ON  THE 
WHEEL-HOUSE    KNEW  V/HAT    HE   WAS  ABOUT^ 
AND    THAT    THROUGH    HIS    SKILL    AND  * 
COURAGE^  BY    TH  E    BLESSING    OF  HEAVEN^ 
ALL    SHOULD    BE    RESCUED.       AND  THE 
MAN    Vv'HO    SAVED    THAT    VESSEL    AND  ITS 

PR  EC  I  OUS    C  ARGO    V7A$    ONE    FULLY  COM- 
PETENT   TO    COMMAND    A    SHIP, AND  WHEN, 
AFTER    WEARY    ^YS    OF    ANXIOUS  SUS- 
PENSE,THEVESSEL    LEAKING    BADLY , 
AND    THE    FIRES     IN    DANGER    OF  BEING 
PUT    OUT, THEY    ARRIVED    SAFE     IN  HAL- 
IFAX,OLD    MR . CUN ARD , AG ENT    OF  THE 
LINE, HEARING    THAT    THE    BOAT  HAD 
BEEN    SAVED    BY    THE    CAPTAIN^S  PRES- 
ENCE   OF    MIND    AND    C O^ R AG E , S I M P L Y 

said;   "JUST  What  might  have  been 


EXPECTED  IN  SUCH  A  DISASTER;  CAP- 
TAIN HARRISON  IS  ALWAYS  MASTER  OF 
THE    S  I  TU AT  I  ON  .  " 

NOW,  NO    MAN    EVER    BECAME  -MASTER  OF 
THE    SITUATION    BJ^    ACCIDENT    OR  IN- 
DOLENCE. I     BELIEVE    VVITH  SHELLEY 
THAT  THE    ALMIGHTY    HAS    GIVEN  MEN 
AND    WOMEN    ARMS    LONG    ENOUGH  TO 
REACH    THE    STARS    IF    THEY    WILL  ONLY 
PUT    TH  EM    OUT  I 

I T   WAS    AN    ADN I  - 
RABLE    SAYING    OF    THE    DUKE    OF  WEL- 
LINGTON,    "THAT    NO    GENERAL  EVER 
BLUNDERED     INTO    A  VICTORY." 

ST. HI  LA  IRE    SAID, "I     IGNORE  THE 
EXISTENCE    OF    A    BLIND    CHANCE, ACCI- 
DENT,OR    HAPHAZARD  RESULTS." 

"HE    HAPPENED    TO    SUCCEED     IS  A 
FOOL  I.SH  ,  UNME  AN  I  NG  PHRASE. 
NO    MAN    HAPPENS    TO  SUCCEED.^^ 

"WHAT    DO    YOU    MIX    YOUR  PAINTS 


WITH, "ASKED. A    VISITOROF  OPIE,THE 
PAINTER?       "WITH    BRAINS, SIR,"  WAS 
THE    ART  I  ST ♦ S  REPLY. 

YOU    REMEMBER    THE    FAMOUS  DEBATE 
BETWEEN    LING ON    AND  DOUGLAS. 

DOUGLAS    HAD    A    NATIONAL  REPUTA- 
TION   ON    THE    PLATFORM    AS    A  DEBATER 
HEWAS    V\/l  DELY    KNOV/N    AS    A  STATES- 
MEN.       HE    HAD    PRESIDENTIAL  TIMBER 
IN    HIM,  AND    HIS    EYES  LOOK'^OWARD 
WASHINGTON.  IT    SEEMED  FOOL- 

HARDY    FOR    A    BACK -WOODS    LAWYER  TO 
GRAPPLE     IN    SUCH    AN    fiRENA  WITH 
SUCH    A    MAN,  FOR    HE   WAS    A  LITTLE 
GIANT."       BUT    WHAT    WAS    THE  CONSE- 
QUENCE*      LINCOLN    FORCED    HIM  TO 
MAKE    CERTAIN    ADMISSIONS-  YOU^^B:. 
KNOW   THE    STONy-    WH I CH , WH I L E    H E 
GAINED    THE    S E N AT O R S H I P , LO S T  HIM 
THIT    PRESIDENCY.       DOUGLAS    TRIED  TO 


6 

STRADDLE    THE    FENCE,  BUT    H E  WAS  NOT 
SUFE-LENTLY    GUSH  I  ON  ED    T  O    M  AK  E  IT 

A 

COMFORTABLE.       LINCOLN  ANNOUNCED 
CERTAIN    PRINCIPLES   WHICH, WHILE 
THEY.  WERE    NOT    BORN    OF  POLITICAL 
ASTUT EN  ESS , SHOWED    HIM    TO    BE  A 
MAN    V/HO    SAW   THE    TREND    OF  THINGS, 
AND    KNEW  VyHAT    H  E  .WAS  TALKING 
ABOUT.       "A    HOUSEDIVIDED  AGAINST 
ITSELF    CANNOT    STAND.'*       "THE  COUN- 
TRY   CANNOT    EXIST    HALF -SLAVE  AND 
HALF    FREE.'*       AND    HE   WAS  FUGHT, 
AND    MORE    THAN    THAT^   IT    SHOV/ED  THAT 
HE   WAS    NOT    T^TtTrrr-t^^    FOR    OR  AGAINST 
SLAVERY, BUT    FOR    THE  PRESERVATION 
OF    THE    UNfON.       THIS    HE  AFTERWARDS 
C L£ AR LY    DEF I N ED     IN    HIS    LETTER  TO, 
HORACE  GREELEY. 

T  H  E  P  E  O  P  L  E  S  AW  T  H  AT  L  I JM  C  O  L  N  WAS 
TRYING, TO  PRESERVE  THE  INTEGRITY 
OF    THE    UN  I  ON,  TRYING    TO    S.AVE  HIS 


POLITICAL    HOME.o./^  HE   WAS  MASTER 
OF    THE    S  I  TU AT  I  ON  . 

LATER    ON    WE    FIND    TWO  INSTANCES 
TO     ILLUSTRATE    THIS  MASTERSHIP. 
THE    PRESIDENT    HAD    CALLED  FOR 

m 

THOUSANDS    OF    SOLDIERS    TO    COME  TO 

THE    FRONT    TO    PUT    A    SPEEDY    END  TO 

THE    WAR.       GENERAL    MCCELLAN  WAS 

G  I  V  EN  '  SU  PR  EM  E    C  OMM  AN  D  ,  B  E  I  N  G    A  FINE" 

// 

SOLDIER    FROM    EVERY    ST  AN  DROIT. 

\ 

YOU    REMEMBER    HOW   THEY  GATHERED 
IN    REVIEW    AT    V/ASHINGTON.  THOUS- 
ANDS OF  SlPectators  were  there  FROAV 

ALL    OVER.  I T  WAS    A  BRILLIANT 

ARRAY.       GENERAL    MAC^ELLAN       RODE  ^ 
DOV\/N    THE    LINE    CHEERED    BY  THOUS- 
ANDS   OF    ADMIRING    FRIENDS.  HEROD^ 
LIKE    A    PRINCE, HE    LOOKED    LIKE  A 
HERO.       HE    SEEMED    TO    BE    THE    MAN  OF 
THE    HOUR,  AND    THEY    HAILED    HIM  AS 


7- 


CHIEF.       BUT, SOME    OLD    SOLDIER, AS 


QUIETLY    SAID    TO    SOME  FRIENDS, 
"HE    LOOKS   VyELL,BlJT    HE     IS    NOT  MAS- 
TER   OF    THE    SITUATION."       AND  IN 
A    FEV7   MONTHS    THAT    FACT    BECAME  SADU 
TRUE.       THE    HANDSOME    SOLDIER  COULD 
THEORIZE, AND    TELL    YOU    ALL  ABOUT 
MILITARY    TACT  ICS, BUT    HE    DID  NOT 
KNOVV   HOW    TO    GO     INTO    BATTLE  AND 


S  I  TU AT  I  ON . 

LATER    ON     ,  WHEN    GRANT  HAD 
CONQUERED    VICKSBUR6J',AND  DISTIN- 
GUI  SHED    HIMSELF    ALL    ALONG  THE 
LINE,     LINCOLN    WANTED    HIM    TO  COM- 
MAND   THE   WHOLE    ARMY.       SOME  CROAKET^^S 
SAID, "MR. LINCOLN, GENERAL  GRANT 
WILL    NOT    do;    he    DRINKS    TOO  MUCH 
WHISKEY.'*       LINCOLN    QUIETLY    R  E  P  L  I  EU^ 
"MY    FRIEND,!    WISH    YOU    V/OULD  FIND 


HE    SAW   HIM    RIDE*    DOWN    THE    L  I  N  E^ 


HE   WAS    NOT    MASTER    OF  THE 


OUT-  WHAT  BRAND  OF  WHISKEY  GENERAL 
GRANT  IS  FOND  OF*/  I  WANT  TO  SEND' 
SOME    TO    MY    OTHER  GENERALS." 


LINCOLN  KNEW  THAT  GRANT  WAS  MAS-- 
TER    OF    THE    S  I T U AT  I  O N  ,  AN D    SO  WAS 

i 

LINCOLN.     YOU    THINK    A    GREAT  MAN 
DOES    NOT    KNOW    A    GREAT    MAN    WHEN  HE 


SEES  HIMI 


THAT     IS    THE    REASON  THAT 


ABRAHAM    L I N C O L N    O F F ER E D    ROBERT  E. 
LEE    tHE    COMMAND    OF    THE  UNION 
FORCES    AT    THE    BEGINNING    OF  THE 
WAR, BECAUSE    BEING    A    GREAT    MAN  HE 
KNEW    A    GREAT    MAN, AND   WE    ALL  KNOW 
WHY    LEE    REFUSED    TO    COMMAND  THE 
UNION    ARMY . 


I  C  AL 


8. 

WHEN    WE    NAME    THE    MEN    WHO  GATH- 
ERED   AROUND    LINCOLN    AS    HIS  CABI- 
NET    IN    WASHINGTON    WE    AGREE  THAT 
THEY    ALL    HAD    ELEMENTS    OF  GREAT- 
NESS.      SEVERAL    OF    THEM  THOUGHT 
THEY    WERE    GREAT    ENOUGH    TO    BE  PRES- 
IDENT, AND    SHOWED    AMBITION     IN  THAT 
DIRECTION.     IN    FACT    ST  ANTON, AND 
CHASE    AND    SEWAR^D^  I  D    NOT    HES  I  T  ATE 

TO    TREAT    LINCOLN. AS     IF    HIS  POLI- 

\ 

C  I  ES    WERE    PUERILE.       LINCOLN  MIGHT 
HAVE    RESENTED    ALL    THIS, MIGHT  HAVE 
FLOWN     INTO    A    RAGE^  AS    MANY    A  MON- 
ARCH    VVOULD-    CERTAINLY    AS    THE  GER- 


MAN    EMPEROR    AN D . R O O S E V E L T  WOULD- 

\ 

BUT    NO    SIGN    EVER    ESCAPED    OF    B  I  T  T  E7^ 
ANGER, OR    PETTY    JEALOUSY.       HE  LOOKEH 
STRAIGHT    AHEAD, AND    KEPT    HIS  EYE 
ON    THE    NOBtTHERN    STAR    OF    HIS  COUN- 

TRY^S    PEACE    AND    UNION, AND  SAWED 

// 

WOOD     IN    SILENCE.  IF    L I NCON  HAD 


NOT   -KNOWN    HOW    TO    KEEP   WISELY  CALM* 
IF    HE    HAD    NOT^A    TREMENDOUS    LOT  OF 
THINKING    FOR    H  I  MS  E  L  F I  F    H  E  HAD 
NOT    KEPT    STEADILY    AT    HIS  WORK^ 
"WITH    CHARITY    FOR    ALL, AND  MALICE 
TOVMRD    NONE,"    WASHINGTON  CITY 
WOULD    HAVE    BEEN    THE    VILEST  HOT- 
BED   OF    POLITICAL    ANIMOSITY  THE 
WORLD    EVER    SAW.       BUT, THANK  GOD, 
THERE    WAS    S    MAN    AT    THE    HELM  WHO 
KNEW  WHAT    HE   WAS    ABOUT^  BECAUSE 
HE    HAD    THE   GOD-GIVEN  CONSCIOUSNESS 
THAT    HE   JCWS-^  MASTER    OF    THE  SITUA- 
TION.         WE    ALL    KNOVy  WHAT  SUBLIME 
PATIENCE    POSSESSED    HIS    SOUL, AND 
GOD    ONLY    KNOWS    WHAT    WOULD  HAVE 
HAPPENED     IF     IT    HAD  N'TI 

AS   VVE    READ    ABOUT    THIS  BELdVED 
AND    GREAT    MAN  »  S    LIFE;     AS    WE  SCAN 
THOSE    SAD    FEATURES    FOR    SOME  SIGN 

OF    HIS    SECRET    WE    COME    BACK  FOR 

/ 


THE    HUNDREDTH    TIME  BEWILDERED, 
AMAZED^ AND     INSPIRED.  HIS  GREAT- 

NESS   HAD    A    STRANGENESS    ABOUT     IT,  . 
YET    A    STRANGENESS    THAT  CARRIED 
TH  E    ELEMENT    O F    F ASC  I  N AT  I O N  ,  F O R    NO  ' 
MAN     IN    AMERICAN    PUBLIC    LIFE  HAS 
SO    GRIPPED    THE    HEART    OF    THE  NA- 
T  I  ON  .  ^ 

I     KNOV\/   MEN   WHO    SPEAK  OF 

L 

LINCON    WITH    BATED    BREATH, AND  A 

A. 

LUMP     IN    THE    THROAT.       THEY  COULD 
NOT    UNDERSTAND    HIM, BUT    TH€Y  KNEW 
THEY    COULD    LOVE    HIM, AND    THAT  WAS 
THE    ELEMENT    THAT    MADE    HIM    R  LS  E 
HEAD    AND    SHOULDERS    ABOVE    HIS  GREAT 
CONTEMPOR AR I ES .       AND    TO-DAY , AFTER 
THE    LAPSE    OF    YEARS, NO  CHARACTER 
IN    THE    HISTORY    OF    THIS  WESTERN 
LAND^  CONT  A  I  NS    SO    MUCH  "TO  INSPIRE 
LOYALTY    FOR    THE    OLD    FLAG^AND  EN- 
THUSIASf^    FOR    THE  UNION. 


EVEN    HIS    ENEMIES    ARE    LEARNING  TO 
CALL    HIM    FATHER    ABRAHAM, AND  HONEST 

ABE.      there:  were  those  who, with 

THE    CURL    OF    THE    LIP    AND    A  SCORN 
BORN    OF    SELFISH    AM B I T I O N , C O U L D 
SNEER    AT    THE    TALL, AWKWARD  FELLOW 
FROM    THE    B ACKWOODS , TH I NK I NG  THAT 
GREAtNESS     IS    ARISTOCRACY    AND''  RE- 
FINEMENT    OF    MANNERS, BUT    THEY  LIT- 
TLE   KNEW   THE    MIND    OF    THE  NATION 
&    THEY    THOUGHT    TO    OVERTHROW  ITS 
IDOL    BY    SUCH    T OM F O O L E R Y , F O R  "YOU 
CAN    FOOL    ALL    THE    PEOPLE    SOME  OF. 
THE    TIME, YOU    CAN    FOOL    SOME    OF  THE 
PEOPLE    ALL    THE    TIME, BUT    YOU  CAN'T 
FOOL    ALL    THE    PEOPLE    ALL    THE  TIME. 
AND    ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    SAlD     IT.  ^ 

I T    H AS    BEEN    SAID    THAT   W I  L L  I  AM 
MCKINLEY, THE    BELOVED  OHIOAN, 
ALWAYS    HAD    HIS    EAR    TO    THE  GROUND 


LISTENING    FOR    THE    VOICE    OF  THE 
PEOPLE.        I     THINK   WE    CAN    SAY  OF 
LINCOLN    THAT    HE    HAD    HIS  EAR 
AGAINST    THE    HEART    OF    THE  NAT^ION 
TRYING    TO    QUIET     ITS   WILD    THROB-  / 
BINGS     IN    THE     INTERESTS    OF  PEACE 
AND    UNION.         WE    N0V7    KNO\^/    THAT  HIS 
SYMPATHY    FOR    THE   WIDOWS    AND  OR- 
PHANS   OF    THE    SOUTH    WAS    AS  GREAT 
AS    THAT    FOR    THE    Ne^TH  ,  FOR  HIS 
HEART    WAS    BLEEDING    FOR    THE  V/HOLE 
NATION    AS    SHE    STOOD    BEFORE  HIM 
DRIPPING    WITH  BLOOD. 

AND   WHY    WAS    LINCOLN    MASTER  OF 
THE    SITUATION?       B  EC  AU  S  E , M  A  I  N  L Y  , H  E 
WAS    MASTER    OF  HIMSELF. 

IN    SUCH    TIMES    AS    A    CIVIL  WAR, 
MEN^S    PASSIONS    ARE    LET  LOOSE. 

OPINION    CLASHES   WITH    OPINION, AND 
MEN    THINK    THEY    HAVE    A  PERFECT 
RIGHT    TO    STAND    BY    THEIR  COLORS 


FIGHTING    TO    THE    LAST  DITCH. 

MR. LINCOLN    NEVER    FOUGHT    FOR  HIS 
OPINIONS, BUT    FOR    SUBLIME  PRINCI- 
PLES.- DO    YOU    NOT    REMEMBER  THAT 
WONDERFUL    DAY    AT    G  E  T  T  Y  S  BU  RG  H  ,  V^/H  E  N 
THE    MOST    PRINCELY    ORATOR    OF  THE 
NATION    HELD    A    VAST    CROWD  SPELL- 
BOUND   FOR    TWO    HOURS    VVITH    HIS  ORA* 
TORY?        IT    WAS    A    FINISHED  SPEECH, 
ADMIRED    AS    A    THING    OF    BEAUTY, SPO- 
KEN   BY    A    SILVER    TONGUE.       BUT  WHAT 
WAS    THE    MATTER    WITH     IT?        IT  CON- 
TAINED    TOO    MUCH    POLITICAL  RANCOR, 
AND    P ART  I  S AN    B  I TT ERNESS .       AND  WHO 
HAS    EVER    CARED    TO    READ  IT? 
CAN    YOU    SAY    THE    SAME    THING  ABOUT 
ANOTHER  .  SHORT    SPEECH    THAT  WAS 
MADE    ON    THAT    GREAT  BATTLE-FIELD 
AT    THE    SAME    TIME?       NO, YOU  TEACH 
IT    TO    YOUR    children;    you    store  IT 
UP     IN    YOUR    OWN    MEMORY, AND  WHILE 


n. 

THE    ENGLISH    LANGUAGE    ENDURES  THAT 
LITTLE    SPEECH    SHALL    NOT  PERISH 
FROM    THE    EARTH!       AND    THE  VERY 
FIRST    WORDS    ARE    LIKE    MUSIC  FROM 
THE    COURTS    OF    HEAVEN;  "FOURSCORjE 
AND    SEVEN    YEARS    AGO    OUR  FATHERS 
BROUGHT    FORTH    ON    THIS  CONTINENT 
A^NAT I ON^ CONC E I EV ED     IN  LIBERTY, 
AND    DEDICATED    TO    THE  PROPOSITION 
THAT    ALL    MEAN    ARE    CREATED  EQUAL." 

AND    THAT     IS    THE    NATION  3^^EL 
ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    LOVED   WITH  AN 
UNDYING    DEVOTION.  HIS    ONE  THOUG//r 

SEEMED    TO    be; - 

"GOD    BLESS    OUR    NATIVE  LAND,. 
FIRM    MAY    SHE    EVER  STAND, 
THROUGH    STORM    AND  NIGHT; 
WHEN    THE   WILD    TEMPESTS  RAVE, 
RULER    OF    WIND  -AND  WAVE, 
DO    THOU    OUR    COUNTRY  SAVE 
BY    THY    GREAT  MIGHT." 


POVERTY     IN    THE    ^ACKVVOODS  WAS 
THE    HOME     IN    WHICH   fff    FOUND  HIS 

/ 

SCHOOLING.       BUT    THE    DIVINE  SPARK 
WAS     IN    HIM.    HE   WAS    ALWAYS    TRUE  TO 
ITS    LIGHT.       THE    POTENTIAL  GREAT- 
♦   NESS    OF    MANHOOD   WAS    HIS  INSPIRA- 
TION.   WE    CAN     IMAGINE    THESE  WORDS 
WRITTEN    UPON    HIS    HEART,     "TO  THINE 
OWN    SELF    BE    TRUE, AND     IT    MUST  FOL- 
LOW ,,AS    THE    NIGHT    THE    D AY, THOU ^ 
CANST    NOT    THEN    BE    FALSE    TO  ANY 
MAN."       THE    BOOK    OF    NATURE, THE 
BOOK    OF    HUMAN    NATURE, AND    A  FEW 
OTHER    BOOKS, WERE    HIS  CONSTANT 
COMP  AN  I  oInTs  .       TO    THESE    SOURCES  OF 
KNOWLEDGE    HE    BROUGHT    AN  ORIGINAL 
AN    OPEN    MIND.       THE    LESSONS  HE 
LEARNED   WERE    PROFOUND.       HE   WAS  A 
DREAMER    BUT    NOT    AN     IDLER.  t'iME 
3    PRECIOUS    BECAUSE    TIME  WAS 


SHORT.       HE    BUILT    A    FENCE  AROUND 

EACH    DAY    AND    HEDGED    IT    ABOUT  WITH 

SPENDID    VISONS.       TO    HIM    THE  SIGNS 
A  ^ 

OF    THE    TIMES    POINTED   WITH    A  STERN 
FINGER.       HE    DISCERNED    THE  MEAN- 
ING    OF    THE    ZEITGEIST.       LIKE  A 
GOOD    SAILOR    HE    KNEW   HOWI    TO  READ 
HIS    COMPASS.     BUT , AM  I  D    STORM  AND 
SUN SHINE, HE   WAS    C A LM , W I  S E ,  AN D  MAS 
TER    OF    THE  SITUATION. 

HE   WAS    THOROUGH, HE   WAS  SINCERE, 
HE   WAS    FAR-SEEING.       HE    KNEW  WHAT- 
HE   WAN TED, AND    HE    GENERALLY  KNEW 
WHAT    HIS    COUNTRY  NEEDED. 

THINGS    NON-ESSENTIAL  SLIPPED 
THROUGH    HIS    MIND.       HE    SAW  CLEAR, 
AND    HE    THOUGHT    STRAIGHT.       HE  WAS 
ROBUST    WITH    CONSCIOUS  INTEGRITY. 

ALL  THE  FISH  THAT  CAME  FROM  HIS 
NET    WERE    GOOD.  HE   WAS  SERIOUS, 

BUT    HIS    SERIOUSNESS   WAS  SVyEETENED 


BY    THE    SAVING    G.R  AC  E    OF    REAL  HUMOR, 

HE  VVAS  THUS  ENABLED  TO  SEE  THINGS 
I  N    T  .H  E  I  R    R  I  G  H  T    P  R  O  P  O  R  T  I  O  N  . 

LIKE  JOAN  OF  ARC  HE  WAS  C  O  N  T  R  O  L  Lt3 
AND    GUIDED    BY    AN    UNSEEN  POWER. 

HE    LOOKED    UP    AND    NOT  DOWN. 
HE   WAS    WINSOME    BECAUSE    HE    WAS  MAG- 
NANIMOUS.      HE    DID    NOT    KNOW   HOW  TO 
STOOP.  TRI QKERY    HAD    NO  PLAOEIN. 

HIS    MENTAL  MAKE-UP. 

VyiTH  ALL  HIS  GREATNESS  HE  WAS 
NEVER  AUSTERE , BUT" SWEETNESS  AND 
LIGHT"    SHONE    FROM    HIS    WH O L E    L I F E . 

GREAT    MEN    MIGHT    NOT-  AGREE  WITH 
HIM^BUT    THEY    COULD    NOT  DESPISE 
HIM.       HE    ALWAYS    VVORKED     IN  THE 

0PE>4.  HE    WAS    A    SON    OF    THE  SOIL: 

♦ 

AND    BECAME    ONE   WITH    THE  PEOPLE. 

WHEN    HIS    STAR  WAS     IN    THE  ASCEND- 
ANT, AND    THE    WORLD    TOOK    NOTE  OF 

HIS  Ability,  IT  sAvy  a  man  vyno  had 


ach i ev ed  qr e atn ess .    like  moses  he 
was  a  man  of  destiny, the  man  of 
the  hour, a  man  upon  a  nation 
gould  lean.     a  nation^s  c^r  i  s  i  s 
found  him  the  n  at  i  o  n  »  s  h  e  r  o  . 

he  asked  for  no  l  a  u  r  e  l -vvr  e  at  h 
buit  the  opportunity  to  do  the 
right  as  god  gave  h  i  in  to  see  the 

right.  his  words  were  caught 
up  and  tr e asur ed , not  because  he 
was  called  the  first  orator  of 
the  land, but  because  his  fore- 
sight and  vyisoom  were  weighted 
with  sincerity  of  purpose. 

he  did  not  struggle   in  the  inter 
ests  of  party  and  measures,  but 
for  principles  and  men.     to  him 
the'  government  was  made  for  the 
people, and  not  the  people  for  the 
government.     he  met  the  hour  vvith 

UPLIFTED    VISION,  AND    GOD    GAVE  HIM 


OF    HIS    BEST.       HIS    LIFE,HIS  CAREER, 
AND    HIS    ACH I EVEMENTS    H AVE  PRO- 
NOUNCED    H4M    TO    BE    NATURE'S  NOBLE- 
MAN,  AND    HIS    NAME    STANDS     IN  THE 
HALL    OK    FAME^       AND^  WHILE    A  GREAT 
NATION    CAN    DO    HONOR    TO     ITS  IMMOR- 
TAL   DEAD^  IT    V^yiLL    LOti^E    AND  REVERE 
THE    NAME    OF    ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


